
 

High-Quality Inclusion Classroom Checklist           1 

High-Quality Inclusive Classroom Checklist  
All young learners in Tennessee should have access to high-quality inclusive early 

childhood opportunities that promote the participation of children with and without 

disabilities working and learning together.  

 

The following resource is a two-part resource. The first page is a classroom checklist, 

emphasizing five specific elements that promote a high-quality inclusive environment 

contains two examples of specific implementation strategies.  

 

Physical 

Environment 

and Classroom 

Design  

● Classroom centers and other areas are clearly defined with 

boundaries.  

● Centers and other areas have accessible and inviting 

materials.      

Routines, 

Transitions, 

Expectations, 

and Rules 

● The daily schedule is accessible, visual, and reinforces 

transitioning from one activity to the next throughout the day.  

● Expectations and rules are posted and reviewed regularly so 

that children understand appropriate behaviors and what 

keeps them safe.  

Positive 

Interactions  

● There are clear strategies to build and promote positive 

relationships with children and adults.  

● Friendship skills and social skills are explicitly taught and 

modeled for children throughout the day.  

Participation 

and 

Engagement  

● The activities are structured throughout the day to maximize 

engagement and promote participation.  

● There are specific approaches to positive reinforcement and 

support to foster engagement and participation.  

Adaptations 

and Support  

● There are clear processes for determining the types of 

supports needed in order to ensure successful engagement 

and participation.  

● Adaptations and supports are incorporated into everyday 

activities and routines and are reduced as the child becomes 

more independent. 
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High-Quality Inclusive Classroom Checklist 

with Guiding Questions  

The following resource is intended to be used with the high-quality inclusive classroom 

checklist on Page 1.  

 

This resource provides guiding questions aligned to the implementation strategies on the 

checklist, to promote reflection and discussion. The resource is intended to be used with a 

teaching team during instructional planning opportunities or with an instructional coach 

for individualized support.  

Physical Environment and Classroom Design  

Classroom centers 

and other areas 

have clearly defined 

boundaries, and 

children can 

navigate the space 

safely.  

● Does the size and location of each center support children with 

specific needs or accommodations? 

● Is there enough room and materials within each center for 4-5 

children to play at once?  

● Is there enough room for a small group of children to interact 

with one another, either sitting down on a carpet, or working at 

a table within the center?  

● Do visuals within learning spaces reinforce the expectations? 

● Do visuals within learning spaces expand ideas about 

interacting with the materials? 

Classroom centers 

and other 

classroom areas 

have accessible and 

inviting materials, 

that are rotated 

regularly.  

● Is there access to a variety of materials, including sensory 

materials, within each area or center within the classroom?  

● How are the materials displayed? Are they placed in baskets or 

bins that are accessible and clearly labeled? 

● Is every space clutter free, and does each include a diverse 

range of materials and guided activities? 

● How will materials be changed or modified to make it possible 

for every child to participate?  

 

Routines, Transitions, Expectations, and Rules  

The daily schedule 

is accessible, visual, 

and reinforces 

transitioning from 

● Is the schedule reviewed daily to promote predictability for 

children?  
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one activity to the 

next throughout the 

day.  

● What individual scaffolds might children need to help 

internalize the schedule and ease transitions from one activity 

to the next?  

● Are transitions explicitly taught and modeled so that children 

know what is expected and can practice throughout the day? 

Expectations and 

rules are posted 

and reviewed 

regularly so that 

children understand 

appropriate 

behaviors and what 

keeps them safe.  

● Are both rules and expectations explicitly taught? Rules are the 

concepts that keep children safe; expectations apply to 

everyone in the classroom to build community.  

● Are both rules and expectations clearly posted throughout the 

classroom so that children can refer to them, regardless of 

where they are in the room? 

● How are the rules and expectations reinforced throughout the 

year?  

● How are children positively reinforced when they are following 

the rules and expectations? 

 

Positive Interactions  

There are clear 

strategies to build 

and promote 

positive 

relationships with 

children and adults.  

 

● What instructional activities are embedded in circle time and 

during other activities throughout the day to promote positive 

interactions and help get to know one another? 

● What visuals and other scaffolds are used to reinforce teaching 

responsiveness and other communication strategies to build 

mutual respect and strengthen relationships?  

● What alternative skills can you teach a child to replace 

challenging behavior? 

● How can peer models support reinforcing these skills?  

Friendship skills and 

social skills are 

explicitly taught and 

modeled for 

children throughout 

the year.  

● What specific friendship skills can children benefit from? How 

will friendship and social skills be taught? 

● Is the promotion of these skills integrated throughout the day 

through visuals, positive reinforcement, social stories, etc.? 

● How can friendship and social skills be incorporated into both 

small and large group instruction? 
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Participation and Engagement  

The activities are 

structured 

throughout the day 

to maximize 

engagement and 

promote 

participation.  

● Are activities intentionally facilitated within a developmentally 

appropriate amount of time? 

● Are there additional considerations for the types of materials 

and visual scaffolds that might support a child who is having 

difficulty sustaining engagement and working with their peers?  

● What materials or activities and ideas are meaningful to the 

children in the classroom? 

● How can children’s interests help foster engagement and 

participation?  

There are specific 

approaches to 

positive 

reinforcement and 

support to foster 

engagement and 

participation.  

● What types of comments can be shared to reinforce a child’s 

engagement? Are there different ways to share these 

comments (e.g., photos, writing and sharing in morning 

meetings, or verbally).  

● How can all the children learn how to positively reinforce 

engagement and participation for children who might need 

additional scaffolding and positive reinforcement?  

● Are there visuals to help children learn how to do this in 

centers and throughout the day? 

 

Adaptations and Supports  

There are clear 

processes for 

determining the 

types of supports 

needed in order to 

ensure successful 

engagement and 

participation.  

● When observing children, what are some barriers that might 

interfere with a child being able to participate, and what could 

support that child to successfully engage?  

● What different types of adaptations can be offered to a child as 

support (e.g., visual supports, modified learning instructions, 

modified or additional materials, or differentiated instructional 

practices)? 
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Adaptations and 

support are 

incorporated into 

everyday activities 

and routines and 

are reduced as the 

child becomes 

more independent.  

● What tools or strategies are being utilized to determine 

appropriate adaptations and supports? Are observations being 

collected? 

● Who is working together to discuss observations and other data 

to determine the most appropriate supports?  

● What is the plan to implement the supports and how will you 

determine if the supports are successful? 

● What is necessary to ensure consistency of implementing 

appropriate adaptations and supports throughout the day? 

Looking for Additional Support?  

AnLar provides one-on-one consultation and partnership with your district to target 

support to your specific challenges and needs. AnLar can support your team in 

examining your early childhood program structure and determining the best fiscal 

strategies and/or grant opportunities to expand access to inclusive opportunities for 

young children with disabilities.

 

Reach out to AnLar’s team at tn-tanteam@anlar.com  

 

If you have questions or are interested in ways to implement this checklist with fidelity, contact 

the Early Learning Division of Academics with the Tennessee Department of Education: 

Misty Moody, Assistant Commissioner of Early Learning 

Misty.Moody@tn.gov  

Shelby Ritter | Manager of Early Childhood Special Education 

Shelby.Ritter@tn.gov 

Dolly Gerregano | Senior Coordinator of Early Childhood Special Education 

Dolly.Gerregano@tn.gov  

Colleen VanDyke | Senior Coordinator of Early Childhood Special Education 

Colleen.VanDyke@tn.gov 
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